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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAPE TOWN 0058 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PFOR, SF, AS 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIA EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER DETAINEES 

REE: DURBAN 0008 

ACCORDING TO OFFICER IN AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HERE, SOUTH AFRICAN 
AMBASSADOR IN CANBERRA WAS RECENTLY CALLED IN BY AUSTRALIAN 
GOVT TO BE INFORMED OF OFFICIAL "CONCERN " ABOUT SAG'S CONTINUED 
DETENTION WITHOUT TRIAL (REFTEL) OF MEMBERS OE SOUTH AFRICAN 
STUDENTS ORGANIZATION (SASO) AND BLACK PEOPLES CONVENTION (BPC). 
SOURCE SAID SA AMBASSADOR OFFERED NO NEW INFORMATION ON STATUS 
OF SASO/BPC DETAINEES, WARNED THAT AUSTRALIAN ACTION COULD HAVE 
NEGATIVE EFEECT, AND THEN REMARKED HE EELT SAG WAS HANDLING 
MATTER POORLY. 
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